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goods (sea-port commerce excepted) are fixed and immutable,
save by local or municipal authority; the sultan enjtfys, but
cannot change them. From all this it follows that the main
support of the Sultan of 'Oman lies in the good-will of his
people and in the prosperity of the sea-trade; while, on the other
hand, should he be, like Thoweynee at this day, a negligent
ruler, the evils that follow are rather indirect than immediate,
while the nation at large goes on much the same, whoever may
be at its head; one might almost say, it governs itself. Thus
'Oman approaches nearer to what we call a mixed or consti-
tutional government than any other in Arabia, perhaps in the
entire East.

A word only remains regarding the position now occupied by
the Wahhabees in 'Oman. My readers may well suppose that a
hostile invasion, and more especially the conduct of Khali d-
ebn-Sakar, and no less of his subordinate the Meteyree, a
desperate brigand worthy of his master, has not done much to
conciliate the Biadeeyah with the dogmas and institutions of
Ebn-Sa'ood. Alva was scarce more hated in the Netherlands,
or Cortez in Mexico. The Wahhabee influence, maintained by
the Djowiisimah on the west, by the Bereymah garrison, and
the other adherents or soldiers of the cause scattered through-
out the principal towns of the Bfitinah, at Sohar and Barka for
instance, or incorporated with the body-guard of Thoweynee,
has however much diminished., and at the time of my visit I
found the Wahhabee party wholly insignificant. To this many
causes have contributed.

Thus Ahmed-es-Sedeyree, whom Feysul appointed governor
of Bereymah, and fixed him there in order to separate him from
the rest of his family, has by degrees dismissed almost all his
Nejdean retainers one after the other, and now lives more like
an 'Omanee than a Wahhabee ruler; surrounded by natives of
the country whose good-will Ahmed has conciliated at the ex-
pense of his master's policy, principles, and tribute ; neglecting
the first, disavowing the second, and pocketing or squandering
the third, instead of sending it to the Riacl treasury. During
my stay at the capital of 'Aared, I heard from the men of court
more than one severe nor wholly unmerited censure passed on
the backsliding Sedeyree; but distance, and the danger of break-